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tefits from the creation of a dynamic physical realm

the impact of knowledge. The research is the result
ws with the protagonists in the phases of the pro-
repreneurs, citizens and professors.

La citta di Somerville ha risposto
novazione, in particolare a Boston ¢
termine “distretto dell'innovazione”
trarsi su forme creative di strategia p
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che l'aveva colpita e destinata alla segregazione urbana e sociale. Lo spazio vuoto e la
negligenza lo hanno reso il campo adatto per testare nuovi strumenti economici per uno
sviluppo basato sull'innovazione. Ancora oggi, la definizione di una visione comunitaria
sta dando la possibilita a imprese innovative e start-up di localizzarsi in un ambiente di
vita / lavoro amichevole e inclusivo. Il risultato é che Assembly Square sta diventando
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to take properties from existing owners and give them to the developer. Citizens were




short-term leases to little-known retailers.
In 1999, IKEA bought the properties for $19.5 million, having held them for less than
two years, making $9 million in profit.
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1, the airport, financial centers, Harvard and MIT.
sembly Square would be a permanent fiscal and
wvelopment would create a greater burden, offering
1 with large retail stores.

welopment can create about four times the amount
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/ open space.

s would not undertake projects unless they have
ies will be well designed, supported by sufficient
not include uses that would undermine their



sufticient mixed use on their vital waterfront acreage”. For the activists like the Mystic

View Task Force an TKEA store’s traffic impacts were fundamentally incompatible with

Somerville’s interests. Therefore, IKEA should have not received a permit unless it was

willing to develop a new model for doing business in an urban setting, as in England.
In 2000, the Somerville Redevelopment Authority (SRA) acquired title to a 9.3-acre

former railroad parcel in Assembly Square and i

same time, the City initiated an extensive public pl

Planning Study” which set out a new vision for Ass

district. In 2004, investors voted to sell the areas t

$64 million.



sixty person steering committee and hundreds of
1 to “SomerVision 2010-2030™, the City's first
and long-term goals have been vital steps for the

aplan’s indications. For the first time in Somerville.

discuss the implications for the city’s future.
-to-use guide for future growth and development in
oth neighborhood and capital plans with a broader
romy, accessibility, sustainability and innovation.
) guide decisions though a 20 years process.



to protect and promote a diverse and interesti
Somerville’s neighborhoods, establishing policie
activities.

The main aim, especially in a neglected area as As
ensuring that anoronriate businesses could be e



Always in 2017 the Innovation and Opportunity Lab has been established to complete
the innovation scenery and to give to it solidity. It is a Mayoral advisory committee
composed of technologists, community leaders, and Somerville residents. The
committee has the missions of building the innovation ecosystem of Somerville through
creative policies, partnerships, and programs and connecting this wave of innovation
within the neighborhoods*.

These new solutions enhanced the
entrepreneurs, which led to anim
Assembly Square area; the fact that i






rtments. A large portion of one of Assembly Row’s
the neighborhood will fill out.

id attention to pedestrian space, especially the
5 live in Somerville and Charlestown are reaching

ieed the sidewalks to he wide enongh.

81,000.

At the Montaje, a 20 story building and Somerville’s first residential tower with a six-
story structure with apartments and retail attached, rents range from $1,900 a month
for a studio, to $4,200 a month or more for a three-bedroom. One-bedroom apartments

start at $2,500.



1ed to both preserve existing buildings
» function and create new floor space
1d other creative individuals.
g and Community Development has
iven the policy decisions surrounding
st came from a portion of Somerville’s
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:ommunity would have disappeared.
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6 Senior Economic Development Planner, interviewed at Son

7 Partners selected the Assembly site from 55 contenders be
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8 Economic Development Specialist, interviewed at Somervil

9 Assembly Row has hosted recurring events, like art lesson
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